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 Animals

Work in pairs. Ask each other the questions below, and then report back with the information you find out about your partner to the rest of the class: 

a. They say the English love animals more than children. Is this true or false in your opinion?

b. What do you prefer – cats or dogs?
c. If you were born again as an animal, which animal would you like to be, and why?
d. What pets do you have, or did you have when you were a child?

e. They latest research indicates that people who keep cats as pets have fewer heart attacks. Why do you think this is the case?

f. How do you feel about blood sports like fox-hunting and bull-fighting?
g. If you don’t like the idea of killing animals, why don’t you become a vegetarian?

h. How do you feel about animals being kept in zoos or used in circuses – a good or a bad idea?

Work in small groups and make two lists – one with the advantages of keeping pets, the other with the disadvantages. Now compare your lists with the other groups to see if you have included the same points or not.

Here are two animal jokes. Change the verbs in brackets into the correct tenses:

A man 1 _____ (go) to a pet shop to buy a parrot. He said “I hope it’s a good one and it 2 _____ (talk)” The assistant 3 _____ (look) surprised. “Good? I guarantee that this bird 4 _____ (repeat) every word it 5 (hear)” So the customer 6 _____ (decide) to buy it and 7 _____ (take) the bird home. Three days later he 8 _____ (return) to the shop. He said “This bird’s no good. I 9 _____ (have) him three days and he 10 _____ (not say) a word yet.” The salesman said, “No, he’s deaf.”

A man 1 _____ (find) a chimpanzee sitting in his garden that 2 _____ (escape) from a pet shop. So he 3 _____ (ring) up the police and said “I 4 _____ just _____ (phone) to say 5 _____ (just find) a chimpanzee.” The policeman said, “If I 6 _____ (be) you sir, I’d take him to the zoo at once.” The next day he 7 _____ (call) the police again. He said, I 8 _____ (take) the chimpanzee to the zoo and he 9 _____ (like) it very much. Where 10 _____ I _____ (take) him today?”

What animal jokes or funny stories about animals do you know? Get together in circles of four or eight and tell them to each other.

WHAT KIND OF PERSON ARE YOU?

1. Put the following 5 animals in the order of your preference. 

a. Cow / b. Tiger / c. Sheep / d. Horse / e. Pig 

2. Write one word that describes each of the following: 

a. Dog / b. Cat / c. Rat / d. Coffee / e. Sea 

3. Who do you associate the following colours with? For each colour choose someone different, someone important to you who knows you well.  

a. Yellow / b. Orange / c. Red / d. White / e. Green 

A LETTERGRAM Answer the clues across to complete the grid:
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1 Have you ever _____ a camel? – Yes, I have. On holiday in Tunisia once.

2 Seeing animals badly treated _____ my heart.

3 Actually, I’m not _____ of snakes but I’m absolutely terrified of spiders. 

4 a talking bird from tropical countries with bright-coloured feathers
5 _____ you try to stroke the dog, you’d better check to make sure it doesn’t bite.

6 Certain animals hibernate in _____ and only wake up again when the weather gets warmer.

7 No other animal is _____than a giraffe and nothing is slower than a snail.

8 If you’ve got a _____ like an elephant, then you’re very lucky because it means that you never forget anything.

9 One way of getting a donkey to do what you want is by offering it a _____ to eat.

10 I’ve got nothing against clowns or acrobats, but making animals perform in a _____ is cruel and I don’t think it should be allowed.

11 If you want to see a Koala bear in its natural habitat, then you’ll have to _____ to Australia.
12 Bugs Bunny is a famous one – they have big ears and like eating lettuce.

***

Change the verbs in brackets into the correct tenses:

1 went 2 talks 3 looked 4 will repeat 5 hears 6 decided 7 took 8 returned 9 have spoken 10 hasn’t said

1 found 2 had escaped 3 rang 4 I’m just phoning 5 I’ve just found 6 were 7 called 8 took 9 liked 10 should I take

WHAT KIND OF PERSON ARE YOU? 

1. The order you chose represents your priorities in life: Cow signifies career, tiger signifies pride, sheep signifies love, horse signifies family, and pig signifies money 

2. Your description of the dog is how you see your own personality, your description of the cat is what you think of your partner, your description of the rat is how you see your enemies, your description of coffee is how you feel about sex, and your description of the Sea is how you see your own life. 

3. Yellow is for someone you will never forget, orange for someone you consider to be your true friend, red for someone that you really love, white for your soul mate, and green for someone that you will remember for the rest of your life. 

A LETTERGRAM: 1 ridden 2 breaks 3 afraid 4 parrot 5 Before 6 winter 7 taller 8 memory 9 carrot 10 circus 11 travel 12 rabbit 
