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Valentine's Day 2002 Teaching Tip lesson plan

Preliminary information

Time: 60-75 minutes?? 

Level: Intermediate upwards

Aims: 

To give reading practice - stage 2

To review vocabulary/structure - stage 3

To make stds aware of 'rhythm' - stage 1

To give freer speaking practice- stage 4

Assumptions: 

That the stds will be interested in Valentine's Day

That the language in the text will not be too difficult. 

Anticipated Problems and Solutions: 

Some of the vocabulary may be challenging >> pre-teach essential items? 

Aids:

Valentine's card verse

Cuisenaire rods

Reading text - 'Avoid the great Valentine rip-off'

Roleplay cards

Procedure 

Stage 1- Intro to Valentine's Day

10-15 mins tch<>stds, std<>std, tch<>stds

1. Give out the verse & in pairs ask the stds to say them aloud so that they sound rhythmic - then the stds could represent the rhythm with cuisenaire rods - see the rods & rhythm page for an idea.

2. Elicit what the connection is between the rhymes & the 14th February - Valentine's Day - do they celebrate it? has it been celebrated for many years in their countries? How is it usually celebrated? Flowers, sending cards, chocolates, dinner etc...

3. Move on to the financial aspects of the present giving - worth it? do people spend much? do they?

Stage 2 - Reading - 'Avoid the great Valentine rip-off'

10-15 mins tch<>stds, std<>std, tch<>stds

1. Put the headline on the board 'Avoid the great Valentine rip-off' & in pairs the stds brainstorm what the article might be about - tell them to write down three ideas.

2. Feedback - you could collate some on the board.

3. Extensive reading - stds read to see which of their ideas approximates the article most.

4. Read - give a time limit of one minute (?) & stick to it. 

5. Feedback - which ideas fit with the article?

6. More intensive reading - scanning - stds identify the following numbers - as quickly as they can.

	What do the following numbers refer to:

39.50

40%

503m

18.6m

35.3m

140m 

20

11

35

30

14.99

99

199

349

129

Which of the presents that some of the above numbers refer to would you like to receive?


7. Stds compare their answers in pairs.

8. Feedback - as you go through the answers pick up on interesting things & elicit/explain some vocab (splash, hamper..) - get the stds to 'respond' to the text.

Stage 3 - Language focus ideas

15-20 mins tch<>stds, std<>std, tch<>stds

1. You could then look at the vocabulary - words connected to romance, words connected to money & spending, - stds could build up mind maps of the different areas. Dictionaries could be used with this. 

2. There are some clear examples of conditional, e.g. 

- And if you want to send a Valentine hamper, this will cost the best part of £35.

- ..but if you splash out on the 'spectacular' bouquet at £59.99, a free box of Belgian chocolates is thrown in. 

In pairs, ask the stds to underline examples of conditional sentences, look at the difference with the form/structure & the meaning >> stds write their own examples on the same theme. 

3. The future simple, present simple & present continuous could be contrasted, using the same procedure as in 2.

Stage 4 - Follow up activities.

1. Speaking - roleplays:

	A: Your partner has forgotten Valentine's Day. S/he does this every year & you feel their is no romance left in the relationship. Talk to him/her - you're thinking of leaving.

	B: Your partner doesn't understand you. You work 10 hours every day to make ends meet.


	A: Your partner has received a mysterious Valentine's card along with a huge box of chocolates. You are very suspicious (& jealous).

	B: You have received a Valentine's card & a huge box of chocolates. You are not sure who sent it although you think it might be from a very brief relationship you had last month. It's a bit embarrassing with your long-term partner.


2. Speaking - debate - for & against celebrating Valentine's Day. 

3. Writing - the debate but in writing - could be a letter to the editor - a reader who is 'disgusted' with the commercialism of romance....

Materials:

	Valentine's Day verse

Roses are red

Violets are blue

Carnations are sweet 

And so are you.

And so are they 

That send you this

And when we meet

We'll have a kiss.

Roses red

Violets blue,

Darling sweet,

I love you.

Postman, postman, do your duty,

Take this to my loving beauty.

My pen is black,

My ink is pale,

My love for you

Shall never fail.

My love is like a cabbage,

Divided into two. 

The leaves I give to others

But the heart I give to you.


	Avoid the great Valentine rip-off 

Where to find gifts at prices that won't break your heart - and the bank. 

Juliet Shedden reports Juliet Shedden - Guardian online

Saturday February 9, 2002

It's the great Valentine's rip-off. On a normal week the Interflora website allows you to buy your loved one a dozen red roses for £39.50. However, for one week only, there is a Valentine's special price: the same roses cost £55 plus a £4.50 delivery charge. 

How can Interflora justify the 40% increase? "The price of roses keeps creeping up. It's all about supply and demand. The growers and suppliers of roses put their prices up threefold in this period. The delivery date defines what you pay," says Phil Carey from Interflora. 

This Thursday, love-struck Britons are expected to spend a whopping £503m on romantic gestures. 

According to Yorkshire Bank, we will spend £18.6m on cards. Chocolates, a firm favourite, will set us back £35.3m. And we'll splash out nearly £140m on those roses and other bouquets. 

St Valentine's Day is now reaching a commercial fever pitch. Businesses everywhere are hoping to cash in on what was previously a profits bonanza for Hallmark cards and Interflora only. 

Even banks are trying to get in on the act, with one, Yorkshire Bank, promoting Valentine's Day loans - although only at its normal rates. There's not an awful lot of romance about sliding into debt, so this week Jobs & Money set out to find the best value Valentine's gifts. 

Unfortunately, opting for a single rose rather than a bouquet will still put a thorn in your wallet: Interflora charges £20 plus delivery. 

Thorntons, the confectioner, advertises presents on its website from £2.99. But a closer look reveals that this only buys you some "love potion cubes". The "ultimate Valentine's heart" will set you back £11. And if you want to send a Valentine hamper, this will cost the best part of £35. 

Thorntons has a florist service too, but the cheapest bouquet seems to be the "love and kisses" arrangement at £30. Opt for the real thing - it will be cheaper. 

Flowers2send, the UK's first virtual florists, is more reasonable for a single rose: £14.99 including delivery. Its "delight bouquet" is £39.99, but if you splash out on the "spectacular" bouquet at £59.99, a free box of Belgian chocolates is thrown in. 

Any attempt to say I love you in a more unusual way will see your costs soar. A "lovers' leap" tandem bungee jump, from Activity Superstore (www.activitysuperstore.com) is £99, which includes champagne afterwards - if you can stomach it. 

Lovers of chocolate may enjoy a 24-hour chocoholic experience costing £199. And a romantic champagne balloon flight for two will be £349. 

For those who haven't yet plucked up the courage to approach that special person, Activity Superstore is offering flirting lessons for £129. Unfortunately, there is no mention of a money-back guarantee if your new flirting techniques fail to impress.




